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Silver Threads and Golden Needles
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By Judy Katsin & Anne Kellogg

Here at Marin County School 
Volunteers, the heart and soul of our 
program is generally considered to 
be adult volunteer tutors, working 
in classrooms to help students with 
reading, writing and math. It turns out 
that our volunteers are changing the 
lives of kids in all kinds of amazing 
ways. Dian Simpkins, a retired Home 
Economics teacher and a volunteer 
at West Marin School in Point Reyes 
Station, has taken “heart and soul” in a 
new direction and has hit new heights. 
Dian is a volunteer in Karen Koehler-
Craig’s sewing class, an elective for 
6th, 7th, and 8th graders. Last spring, 
at the end of the school year, she gave 
away a refurbished sewing machine to 
a very surprised graduating 8th grade 
sewing student. Dian intends to make 
this a tradition. 

Recently, Anne Kellogg, MCSV 
West Marin Program Manager, caught 
up with Dian, Karen, and Terra Har-
gens, the lucky recipient of the sewing 
machine, and asked them all about the 
experience. “Volunteering is excit-
ing. I love being with young people 
and sharing what I love to do. At this 
age they are so open and willing to 
try things. Their eyes just sparkle 
when they realize they really can sew 
and finish a project.” said Dian. She 
explained that her mother first taught 
her to sew, and then a very stylish 
teacher really got her excited about the 
activity. Not only did she learn about 
design, color and fabric, she discov-

ered that sewing required thinking and 
planning – skills that were important 
for all sorts of projects. “Learning to 
sew is a creative outlet that encourages 
self-expression. It teaches students to 
take care of their own clothes and to 
become better consumers, and it gives 
them real life skills. Sewing enables 
young people to mend ripped pants or 
sew on buttons, but it also allows them 
to create something that could last for 
generations. I handed down a doll quilt 
to my granddaughter that my mother 
made for me.” Sewing machines were 
once present in nearly every house-
hold. These days, few homes have 
sewing machines, and most schools 
do not offer Home Economics classes. 
Dian’s commitment and passion is en-
abling these students to experience the 
tradition and pride of this age-old skill.

Terra Hargens is now a Fresh-
man at Tomales High School. Since 
receiving the sewing machine from 

Dian, she has made decorative and 
useful pillowcases for her family, a 
shirt for herself, and she has begun to 
piece together parts for a quilt. “I was 
grateful for Dian Simpkins’ complete 
willingness to show me how to sew 
even though I had never sewn before. 
She was very patient. I was so sur-
prised when she gave me the sewing 
machine! It completely caught me off 
guard. I was asked to stay after class. 
I thought I had left a machine plugged 
in or something like that! Instead, 
Dian and Karen told me that Dian 
would like to give me this sewing 
machine. I stood there in shock  
and disbelief.”

Teacher, Karen Koehler-Craig 
said, “Dian is such a joy to work with 
in the sewing room. She is thoughtful, 
patient, generous, and creative as well 
as being a clear and consistent teacher. 
In addition to sharing her skill and 
knowledge of sewing, she has helped 
me clear out the sewing room, and 
helped to organize each sewing station 
by buying containers, tape measures, 
seam rippers and other miscellaneous 
sewing supplies. She generously 
donated enough quality fabric for the 
students to make pillowcases with the 
pattern and directions she supplied. 
And of course, Dian bought and gave 
away a sewing machine to our only 8th 
grade student, Terra Hargens. Dian’s 
knowledge and love of sewing is con-
tagious. Her generosity is a true gift to 
the students at West Marin School.” 

Dian Simpkins and Terra Hargens
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Books, 
Bus Backs and 
Back-to-School 
Buzz

Welcome to another school year! We begin 
this semester finding our volunteer tutors once 
again in great demand as funding for education 
continues to falter. We’re up for the challenge, 
and are working hard to recruit the many talented 
and enthusiastic community members who want 
to help Marin’s public school students succeed. 
We are experimenting with a variety of appro-
aches to reaching out for new volunteers. Many 
of you have noted our advertising campaign in 
the Marin Independent Journal, which was so 
generously created for us by Art Director Marc 

Marvin, Copywriter Chuck Guest, and Photographer Rise Justman Cohen. 
Now, you may have seen our very exciting bus back panels on Golden Gate 
Transit as you travel around the county (with thanks to Jen Carlenzoli - see 
page 6), or our posters in the kiosk display donated by the Town Center in 
Corte Madera. You can help us by encouraging your friends to volunteer.

Another way that we are hoping to spread the word about Marin County 
School Volunteers is our second Book Drive October 22 - 26. We are spon-
soring a county-wide event wherein elementary, middle and high schools 
will join with local businesses to collect gently used children’s and teen 
books. These books will be redistributed to Marin schools where books are 
most needed, and placed in school libraries, classrooms and after school 
programs to support reading skills. In addition, many children with limited 
access to books will be given the opportunity to take books home. The Book 
Drive was initiated in 2008 to bolster the availability of books in schools 
where the resources are insufficient to meet students’ needs. Because access 
to books is a critical link to literacy, the book drive works to help achieve 
our mission of closing the educational achievement gap.

We are hoping to duplicate last year’s success; over 5,000 books were 
collected and distributed, at an estimated value of $25,000. The Book Drive 
will once again give students across Marin County the opportunity to share 
their excitement about reading with other children in the county who have 
minimal access to books.

If you have new or gently used books for children and teens that you 
would like to donate to the Book Drive, please call us at 499-5896 to ar-
range a time for drop off. Thanks! 
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Loryn Sweet-Winer –  Bayside Elementary School, Sausalito
I decided to volunteer because I felt I could be of some assistance in supporting the teachers in their 
classrooms. Their jobs are so demanding, and the students are so hungry for knowledge and ac-
knowledgement. I thought I could be an additional resource.  Becoming the Coordinator at Bayside 
allowed me to become more familiar with the school staff and their needs, and it allowed me to meet 
many wonderful volunteers. My background is that of a Licensed Clinical Social Worker.  I trained 
at SF General and Langley Porter, after which I worked in Community Mental Health in Bayview 
Hunter’s Point.  My interest was in cross-cultural psychiatry.  I currently live in Mill Valley with my 
husband and two teenage daughters, a parakeet and dog.  I dabble in ballet, languages, sculpting, 
gospel singing, piano, guitar and violin, and I love spending time with my family and friends.

Jennifer Treppa – Lu Sutton Elementary, Novato
I became a Volunteer Coordinator at Lu Sutton because I believe that the MCSV program offers a 
valuable opportunity for our public schools and the community. The Volunteer Coordinator position 
is critical to the successful implementation of the program in a school as it is the Coordinator who 
works with the teachers and volunteers to ensure that a good fit is achieved. It is very special to see 
the connection our community volunteers make with the kids and classroom teachers. The fact that 
we have so many volunteers who return year after year tells me that they benefit from the experi-
ence as well. In my past life I was a practicing attorney working primarily in the area of employment 
litigation. After the kids started school I became very involved in the school system culminating with 
my current position on the Novato Unified School District Board.  The kids and my work with the 
school district keeps me pretty busy, but in my free time I try to be outside as much as possible, hik-
ing or playing at the beach. 

Sharon Bluhm – Wade Thomas Elementary School, San Anselmo
I am a retired speech-language therapist and spent my career working in the public school system. 
My husband and I moved to San Anselmo about a year ago and I was looking for a way to become 
more involved in the community when I found MCSV on the internet.  I like the idea of being able 
to walk down the hill to Wade Thomas and volunteer in my neighborhood. I also do other volunteer 
work in our community. My husband and I are involved in a non-profit organization called Coast-
walk and we just finished leading a 6-day hiking/camping trip in the Pt. Reyes and Mt. Tam areas.  I 
am grateful to be living in this beautiful part of California where I can access hiking trails from my 
home.  On a personal note, I am a textile artist and love music. 

Joan Flood – Bahia Vista Elementary School, San Rafael
I was drawn to Bahia Vista School because of the dynamic multicultural student population.  It is 
a place of great camaraderie and lively energy. As the Volunteer Coordinator it is very rewarding 
for me to be part of our organization that allows wonderful community volunteers to bring their 
interest, support and encouragement to the children and teachers at the school.  Over the years I 
have had the great pleasure to get to know the dedicated teachers, principal and many long time 
volunteers.  I always hope to find just the right placement match for the volunteer and the teacher. I 
am a former elementary school teacher and have always enjoyed being involved with children and 
schools.  I live in Kentfield with my husband and keep in close contact with our two grown daughters 
and their families, who live nearby.  Our three grandchildren 18, 14 and 3 keep us busy with their 
activities.  I enjoy reading, traveling, race walking, playing the violin in a string quartet and the 
many cultural and outdoor activities of the Bay Area.

Spotlight on Volunteer Coordinators 
Our Unsung Heros are the Critical Link for a Successful Program
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THANK YOU!OUR DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS
Florence Abraham
Katy Ahrens
Diane Alevato
Rosalie Alexander
Samantha Andrada
Barbara Arrighi
Barbara Assadi
Chris Avery
Russ Baker
Len Banaag
Maxine Bandner
Halina Barras
Sue Baty
Gwenael Becam
Glen Becker
Diantha Bell
Maureen Bennett
Debbie Bereboim
Sheila Berg
Lisa Bernhard
Peggy Berry
Dipa Bhaumik
Regina Bianucci Rus
Ruth Biegel
Kay Blackwill
Keith Blascow
Sharon Bluhm
Diane Bolman
Marlene Bonham
Vicki Bornstein
Scott Boyle
Laura Brainard
Ann Brenner
Al Brewster
Sarah Brewster
Dick Bricker
Virginia Brown
Andy Brown
Kelly Browning
Harold Brownstein
Therese Bruton
Shannon Buada
Marilyn Burkholder
Donna Butler
Eirwen Calden
Janet Calmels
Michele Canevari
Linda Cantel
John Cape
Susan Carrier
Gene Carter
Jane Chamberlain
Meenakshi Chhabra
Lauretta Chipley
Ramona Chipman
Carol Clark
Diane Clarke
Rosanne Clifford

Megan Clifford
Susan Cohen
Lynn Colombo
Augusto Conde
Richard Conner
Diane Conner
John Conway
Ron Corral
Richard Couvillion
Leslie Cunningham
Candace Curtis
Joy Dahlgren
Tom Davis
Debbie Davis
Maureen Degnan
Candice Del Porillo
Mary Demund
Siobhan Devin
Bill Dewey
Jim Di Stefano
Linda Dickes
Jim Dickson
Mary Dilts
Marilyn Dineen
Susan Dollberg
Judie Donovan
Carita Dooley
Jim Dunn
Kristine Durfee
Marjory Eller
Heather English
Ariel Epstein Norris
Mary Erickson
Kathleen Erickson-

Freeman
Kerry Ettinger
Arlene Eyler
Kathy Evers
Liz Feingold
Elizabeth Fenwick
Pam Ferroggiaro
Jeffrey Finci
Binny Fischer
Raymond Fiuren
Robert Flatland
Joan Flood
Danielle Fogel
Victoria Fong
Sheila Fontaine
Kathi Fortman
Cathy Frederick
Diana Freundt
Sharon Gangitano
Carlos Garcia
Sue Gardner
Elena Garton
William Gates
Daniel Gelbaum

Ilene Genet
Allana Gentschel
Eva Gibbs
Jane Gibson
Anne Gilberg
John Gilluly
Deborah Goebel
Ann Goldman
Lion Goodman
Pat Grant
April Green
Judy Greenwald
Clara Greisman
Barbara Grieco
David Guggenhime
Mary Haas
Paul Hacker
Andrea Haney
Carol Hanlon
Carole Harkins
Christie Hartlove
Mary Lou Hayne
Barbara Henricks
Patricia Hereford
Mariana Hernandez
Aaron Hershman
Joe Herzberg
Patricia Hess
David Hicks
Lydia Hoffman
Carole Hollander
Leslie Horn
Paul Hough
Joan Hull
Teresa Innes
Brooke Jackson
Jane Jacobs
Carolyn Jacobs
Ted Janko
Margot Jasie
Emily Johnson
Rick Johnson
Molly Johnson
Jennifer Johnson
Colleen Johnston
Amy Jonak
Lynne Jones
Sheila Jones
Rick Kahn
Holly Kane
Jean Kaplan
Peggy Kass
Holly Kaufman
Ornaith Keane
Mary Keegan
Roberta Kemp
Helen Kennedy
Susan J. King

Susan King
Andrew Kives
Roma Klemmer
Diane Kluft
Theresa Koblenz
Tom Kossler
Barbara Kraus
Joyce Kuffel
Julian Kusin
Kelley Lannon
Bridgit Lappin
Barbara Larkins
Marie Larotonda
Tes Lazzarini
May Lee
Henri Lese
Sandra Levitan
Marilyn Linscott
Alistair Lizaranzu
Cheryl Longinotti
Mariana Lopez-Hernandez
Sara Lukaszewicz
Marvin Lundwall
Judith Lusk
Caroline Macarah
Shelly Macausland
Keven Madvig
Clare Maguire
Bill Maley
Esther Mamet
Barbara Mares
Roberto Marin
Dorito Marringa
Dede Marsh
Joan Martin
Ellen Massie
Krystal McCain
Kathy McCall
Mary McCarthy
Marilyn McConnell
Meghan McCoy
Cherie McCoy
Nancy McGee
Dianna McGrath
Stuart McIndoe
Jane McKechnie
Martha McNear
Vicki Meblin
Ethel Medvic
Richard Melenchuk
Gisela Mellini
Micheline Meneau
Barb Meral
Carole Meyers
Christine Michaels
Sharon Mickus
James Monson
Berneice Moore

Glynn Moses
Mary Ann Muirhead
Kathy Munger
Bob Murphy
Lauren Muszynski
Mary Nelson
Vicki Newton
Larry Norton
Sally Norton
Ann Ocheltree
Becky Oken
Carole O’Neil
Ben Oyle
Jeff Packman
Margaret Partlow
Benjamin Patten
Diane Perry
Marsha Peterson
Mary Ann Petro
Janine Petrucelli
Kie Phillips
Margot Pierotti
Dyan Pike
Selma Pinsker
Vivian Podesta
Clara Poledori
Ann Poninski
Alan Posin
Rebecca Prather
Maggie Prue
James Rago
Irene Reich
Barbara Reitebach
Joan Rentsch
Carol Requadt
Barbara Richardson
Elizabeth Richardson
Suzanne Riessen
Leah Robbins
Bernie Robinson
Helen Rodd
Liz Rogers
Maria Romo
Tricia Rose
Debbie Rostenberg
Diane Roth
Marti Rutishauser
Judy Saffran
John Sanderbeck
Lori Sanders
Ellen Sargent
Leslie Schmidt
Marilyn Schoop
Malini Schuyten
Susan Seefeld
Susie Shaw
Gus Shinzato
Fred Silverman

Dian Simpkins
Bob Slate
Margie Smith
Brenda Smith
Elaine Snyder
Gloria Snyder
Darrel Snyder
Jane Solomons
Dylis Sommer
Peter Sommer
Sara Sonnet
Mary Jo Sorenson
Renee Stender
Sam Stern
Judy Stern
Sandy Strang
Donna Stravinsky
Angela Supple
Loryn Sweet-Winer
Brian Symonds
Winifred Tarpey
Lorna Thompson
Jennifer Tiscornia-Steere
Ellen Tobe
Leslie Tognazzini
Debbie Toizer
Jennifer Treppa
Carol Turnbull
James Turner
Nora Turner
Virginia Vanoni
Eileen Varner
Rena Victor
Rhoda Wadler
Kelli Ward
Doris Warden
Trudy Wendt
Barbara Wenger
Susan Wheel
Peter White
Daphne White
Sandy Williams
Joanne Williams
Ruby Wilson
Nick Winer
Margo Wing
Howard Wise
Michael Woods
Caroline Youmans
Shirley Young
Cynthia Zak
Patrice Zimmer
Anne Zishka
Ora Zolan

partial list
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Jan and Ray Adams
Teresa Allen
Walter Arden
Gail and Craig Barton
Barbara and Joseph Basso
Janet and Daniel Bastien
Jody and Jules Becker
Sue Beittel
Sheila Berg
Joanna and Allan Berland
Regina Bianucci Rus
Linda and Neal Birnbaum
Diane Bolman
Helen and Alan Bonapart
Dorothy Boswell
Shirley and Connie Bricca
Elaine and Reed Brockbank
Beatrice and Mark Brown
Joan and Harold Brownstein
David Brownstein and  

Grace Shohet
Stanlee Buchanan
Mary and Michael Buttler
William Caddell
Luanne and Hugh Cadden
Gerald Cahill and Kathy King
Patricia and John Cahill, Jr.
Maureen and Greg Capitolo
Joan and Robert Capurro
Gene Carbone
Karen Carmody
Morrow Cater
Lopa and Paritosh Choksi
Diane and William Clarke
Susan Cluff and Neil Rudolph
Barbara Costamagna
Ginger Crane
Karen Crockett
Diane and Jerry Current
Betsey and John Cutler
Edith and William Dagley
Gwen Davis
Deirdre Dawson
Deborah N. Matthies Fund
Dana and Joe Delaney
Helene Denebeim
Patricia and Richard Dresel
Sylvia Elesesser
Karen Ellingboe and  

Peter Krasnoff
Patricia Elvebak
Mary Ely
Annette and Paul Euphrat
Francine Falk-Allen and  

Richard Falk
Leon Farley and Karen Metz
Chris and Bob Feibusch
Laurel and Elliott Feigenbaum
Marian and Lawrence  

Feigenbaum
Margaret Feldstein

George Fernbacher
Shelley and Jeffrey Finci
Audrey and Joe Finci
Paul Finkle and Sue Devinney
James Finn and Janice Vorfeld
Joan and Albert Flood
Camille Flood
Stuart Floyd
Rosemary and Edward Fong
Sally and Tom Freed
Vida and Ted Freeman
Bonnie and Jeffrey Freiberg
Dorothy and Bob Friedlander
Betty Gandel
Kris and Scott Geller
Betty and Everett Girtler
Pat and Bob Glass
Rickie Godwin
Janet Goldberg
Joan and Ken Gosliner
Hannah and Richard  

Greenberg
Ellen Greenwald and  

Ken Willoughby
Monika and George Grotz
Moire and Steve Grumer
Margie and David Guggenhime
Joanne and Peter Haas, Jr.
Mary Haas
Marcia Hagen
Diana Hammer
Carol Hanlon
Evelyn and Kenneth Haupt
Ruth and Alfred Heller
Faye and Thomas Hendricks
Jane and Bob Henry
Joe Herzberg
Patricia Hess
Jonathan Hinman
Rhoda and Chris Holabird
Leslie and Peter Horn
Sue Hulley
Doreen Ishtam
Auban Ann and  

Bartlett Jackson
Mary Jane Jacobson
Susan and Matthew Janin
John Jansheski
Mardie and Harry Johnson
Jeri and Jeffrey Johnson
Margaret and Reese Jones
Sylvia Jones
Roberta Keiler
Roberta Kemp
Candace Key
Susanne Kimball
Julie and Steve Kimball
Donna and Sylvan Kline
Persis Knobbe
Nancy and Tom Knott
Rusty and Stuart Kostick

Sue Kramer
Kreitzberg Family Foundation
Mae Lacourse
Elizabeth and Shawn Lani
Cathy Lavaroni Hall
Anne and Robert Layzer
David Lebental
Pat and Don Leisey
Peter Lillevand and  

Margit Liesche
David Lippi
Sue and Stanley Loar
Marvin Lundwall
Susan Mackenzie
Kathy Magnuson
Marin Honda
Joan Martin
Constance Marvin
Robert Matthew
Mary and Ray Mc Devitt
Andrew McAghon
Linda and Charles McBurney
Maggie and Luke McCann
Christine and Chuck Michaels
Roberta and Spencer Michels
Jeannine and Maurice Monson
Lynn and Henry Moody
Muller Family Foundation
Carol Myers
Frances and Craig Nelson
Judy and Michael Nicolai
Eleanor Obenaus
Maury O'Connor
Angela and Patrick O'Connor
Susan O'Connor Braithwaite 

and Eric Braithwaite
Becky and Charles Oken
Richard and Ann Otter
Dianna and David Overmyer
Frances Parks
Eda and Joe Pell
Stephanie and Roger Peters
Dyan and Peter Pike
Edith Piltch
Roger Poore
Thomas Porter and  

Christine Baron
Wendy Remer and John Silva
Barbara Renbaum
Sharon and Frank Rettenberg
Martha Rice
Phyllis and Paul Robbins
Karen Robbins
Yetta and Bernie Robinson
Jessica Romm
Susan and Bob Rosenberg
Diane and Larry Rosenberger
Karen and Harry Rosenbluth
Suzanne and Alex Rush
Philip Rush and Mary Caselli
Deborah and Jeff Salisbury

Gladys and Norman  
Sanguinetti

Joanne and Steven Saxe
Carolyn Scarola
Daly and David Schreck
Berta Segall and  

Mark McDonnell
Lori Shearn
Lisa and Hal Shenson
Mary Shepperd
Dolores and Kevin Silva
Edna Slavich
Kathleen Sloan
Joanne Sobel
Dylis and Peter Sommer
Ellen and Norman Staub
Marilyn Steinau
Gail Stern
Adam Stock and Shelley Moran
Elizabeth Stone
Dennis Sullivan
Joan Sultan-Blaise and  

Jon Blaise
Supervisor Charles McGlashan
Supervisor Hal Brown
Supervisor Judy Arnold

Supervisor Steve Kinsey
Supervisor Susan Adams
Carol and Sanford Svetcov
Irene and Peter Tabet
Mary Jo Button-Tait and 

Richard Tait
Phyllis and Richard Taplitz
Janie and Alan Teitelbaum
Tom Thompson and  

Therese Hopkins
Joan Capurro
Theodore Urban
Nancy and Ted  

Van Ravenswaay
Marguerite and Mike Verhille
Nancy Warfield
Barbara and Phillip Wenger
Lisa and Matthew Wertheim
Ellen White
Jennie Winton Hinman
Drs. Myra and Burton Wise
Doyle Wiseman
Margaretta and Tim Woodward
Eugenie Yaryan
Caroline Youmans

partial list

THANK YOU!OUR Generous DONORS

Allensby Charity Fund
Bank of Marin

Bill Graham Foundation
Burr, Pilger & Mayer LLP

Ghilotti Brothers
Lucas Valley Properties Marin, Inc.

Marin Charitable Association
Marin County Board of Supervisors

Marin Community Foundation
San Rafael City Elementary Schools

T & B Sports
The Fleishhacker Foundation

The Milagro Foundation
The Morris Stulsaft Foundation

partial list

THANK YOU!
Our  F oundat i ons 

& B usi ne ss P a r t ne r s
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Golden Gate Transit
Carrying Our Message Countywide
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Tips From Torri

If you have called us recently on the telephone and experienced difficulty in getting through to our voicemail 
system, we apologize. Technicians have been trying to fix an intermittent and persistent problem called “Barge 
In” which occurs at the beginning of our recorded greeting. An automated voice will barge in and say, “Please 
enter your mailbox number, etc.”, cutting off your ability to leave a message. If this happens when you call, just 
call us back and you will in all likelihood get into our voicemail on your second try. 

Websites
Websites for learning state capitals:

http://jimspages.com/States.htm 
putting US states in the right place

http://www.vectorkids.com/maps.htm 
state capitals with multiple choice

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/states_capi-
tals_10_500.html 
gives capital and you click on state

http://www.ipl.org/div/stateknow/chart.html 
gives state and you type capital, includes  
chart which has state bird and state flower

Book Recommendations
Adult reading:
The Brain That Changes Itself 
by Norman Doidge, M.D.
It is never too late!  This hopeful and engaging book will 
inspire you to believe that anybody’s brain can change 
and grow.  Each chapter explores a different real life 
story of, what may seem like, miraculous brain changes.

Chapter book reading:
Sahara Special 
by Esme Raji Codell
This is the touching story of an inspiring teacher  
who helps a troubled but talented student feel worthy  
and capable.

Picture book:
Grandpa’s Teeth 
by Rod Clement
Who has stolen Grandpa’s teeth?  After turning the 
whole town upside down to find grandpa’s special, Swiss 
made dentures, the surprise ending will certainly make 
YOU flash your pearly whites!

Our Apologies – 

Two Truths and a Lie
Getting to know your student and your student get-

ting to know you and feel safe with you is THE most 
important part of your volunteering experience. This 
process is what creates a meaningful connection which, 
in turn, actually helps our brains to make neural connec-
tions.  Yes, caring human relationships create a climate in 
the brain that helps it to grow and work more effectively.  
Pretty amazing, don’t you think?  

Making the time to get to know each other is im-
portant but can sometimes be tricky.  As some of you 
may have already experienced, there are kids who would 
prefer to just talk to you the whole time instead of doing 
their school assignments.  It is important to honor the 
‘getting to know you’ process, but also set boundaries 
around the time dedicated to this important component 
of your volunteering experience.

Here is an activity that can help you get to know 
each other within the boundaries of a short exchange.  
It is called ‘2 Truths and a Lie”.  Each person comes up 
with two things that are true about themselves and one 
thing that is a lie.  Take turns delivering all three, doing 
your best not to give away in tone or inadvertent hesita-
tion, which one is the lie. The other person has to guess 
which one is the lie.   For example, here are three about 
me:  I speak Swedish.  I speak Spanish. I speak German.  
The next time you see me let me know which one you 
think is a lie!

Have fun!

Torri
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 Marin County School Volunteers envisions a day when each child will receive the help needed to succeed in school.
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Marin County School Volunteers
1111 Las Gallinas Avenue, San Rafael, California  94903

Lists Galore
Making lists is a useful life skill. The simple act 

of list-making can help to focus thinking. Research 
has shown that movement anchors thought, and the 
action of writing a list of intended outcomes might 
actually make it more likely that the things on the list 
will happen. 

Making a list can be a way to get to know people 
better, and it can ALSO be a way to help reluctant 
writers put pen to paper.  Try this quick and easy 
activity with your students or family and friends. 
Supplies: Paper and writing tool for all.
Procedure:
1.	 Number your paper from 1-10.
2.	 Pick a topic and everyone writes 10 examples of 

the topic.  For example: If your topic is ‘things 
having to do with school’ one might write,  

ACTIVITY CORNER pencils, teachers, recess, homework, math, paper, 
books, desks, bells, games.  

3.	 Compare your list with others and see how many 
things are alike or different. 

Variations:
*	 You can turn it into a game by adding points to 

the process.  Either receiving points for matches 
or for non-matches.

*	 You can each make a list on a separate topic and 
then without looking at the other person’s list try 
to make a list on their topic that includes as many 
matches as possible.

*	 After an outing together, this is a great way to 
share memorable moments and see how different 
those are for different people.

*	 You can also use this activity to set priorities for 
an outing or experience.  For example:  What are 
the 10 things that you would like to do over the 
holidays?

Have fun!

VOLUNTEER
TUTORS 
NEEDED
499-5896
mcsv.org


