
  
   
 

Marin County Office of Education 
1111 Las Gallinas Ave., San Rafael, CA 

phone: 415.499.5896  •  fax: 415.491.6668 
mcsvmcoe@marin.k12.ca.us   •   www.mcsv.org 

 
Workshops are free to all volunteer tutors, parents, teachers and aides in Marin. 

Reserve your spot at least one week before the class is scheduled.  
 
          DATE                        DAY                                TRAINING                              ROOM               HOURS 

ORIENTATION II     
Jan. 9, 2012 Monday How Our Brains Learn West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
Jan. 25, 2012 Wednesday How Our Brains Learn West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
Feb. 9, 2012 Thursday How Our Brains Learn West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
Feb. 29, 2012 Wednesday How Our Brains Learn West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
March 6, 2012 Tuesday How Our Brains Learn West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
March 23, 2012 Friday How Our Brains Learn Board Room 9:30 – 11:30 
     
LITERACY     
Jan. 19, 2012 Thursday Inspire Reluctant Readers Foundation Room 9:30 – 11:30 
Jan. 27, 2012 Friday Empower Struggling Spellers West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
Feb. 3, 2012 Friday Help Resistant Writers West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
Feb. 13, 2012 Monday Inspire Reluctant Readers West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
Feb. 16, 2012 Thursday Empower Struggling Spellers Board Room 9:30 – 11:30 
March 9, 2012 Friday Inspire Reluctant Readers West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
March 14, 2012 Wednesday Help Resistant Writers West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
     
MATH     
Feb. 10, 2012 Friday Back to Basics – Addition/Subtraction West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
March 19, 2012 Monday Making Multiplication Facts Fun West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
     
OTHER     
Jan. 31, 2012 Tuesday Helping English Language Learners West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
Feb. 6, 2012 Monday Breaking Down Homework Barriers Foundation Room 9:30 – 11:30 
Feb. 15, 2012 Wednesday Behavior Management West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
March 7, 2012 Wednesday Demystifying Learning Differences West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 
March 16, 2012 Friday Behavior Management West Wing  II 9:30 – 11:30 

 
 

To register please go to http://www.marinschools.org 

 Click on “Go Sign Me Up” at the top of the page 
 Click on “Sign In”, and then “New User”  
 Fill out form . You must fill in all boxes with an * even if you make something up! 
 Use “MCOE” as your District/School and “Marin” as your location 
 Click “Submit” 
 Click on the Box next to “Sign Up For a Class” 
 Go to “Curriculum and Instruction”, and then select “Curriculum & Instruction” 

again 
 Click “Enroll” next to the class you want 
 Click “Register” below your “Shopping Cart” 
 Click “Submit” to complete your registration 
 

If you have problems registering, please call Karen Ayala at 415-499-5877 

 Marin County Schools Volunteers      
Training Schedule 2012 



Workshop Descriptions – All workshops presented by Torri Chappell, Training Manager 
 
How Our Brains Learn  - mandatory for all potential volunteers 
In this two hour, interactive workshop, Torri Chappell will demonstrate, explain and clarify the basic neuroscience of 
how we relate to others as well as how we learn. The language we use, both verbal and nonverbal, plays a leading role 
in setting the stage for learning.  Participants will gain insight into their own learning experiences as well as learn new 
ways to help inspire learning in others. After this workshop, you will have a new lens through which to view the world. 
 
Inspire Engaged and Fluent Readers 
Reading is about more than just letters and sounds.  Even though phonics is an important ingredient, understanding the 
reading process and effective reading strategies that proficient readers use can help us as we support and nurture our 
young students to become confident, fluent and empowered readers for life.  This workshop will help participants 
understand how readers learn, as well as why some struggle, and provide effective strategies to help those struggling 
students become engaged with and excited about reading. 
 
Help Resistant Writers  
Communicating clearly and effectively through writing is an essential life skill.  Knowing why some young writers 
struggle and how to help them makes teaching and parenting easier.  In this workshop, you will learn what to do and 
say that will help the struggling writers in your life.  
 
Empower Struggling Spellers 
Becoming a confident speller is an essential part of writing. In this workshop, you will gain insight into common 
spelling challenges and learn effective spelling strategies and activities that will help empower struggling spellers 
young and old. 
 
Back to Basics – Supporting K-2 Students in Addition and Subtraction 
In order for our students to be successful in math, they need to have a good sense of numbers and understand basic 
addition and subtraction.  This workshop will explore concrete methods that reinforce the basic concepts of primary 
math.  Simple games and hands-on activities will make the two hours fly by and provide participants with new tips and 
tricks to add to your own teaching toolkit. 
 
Making Multiplication Facts Fun (3-5) 
One of the most common struggles of young math students is learning their multiplication facts.  This comes easily to 
some but not to others.  In this workshop, you will learn how to reinforce the concept of multiplication and help 
children master their facts in a fun, engaging and effective way that goes beyond flash cards. 
 
Working with English Language Learners 
Learning in a language that is not your mother tongue adds many extra challenges.  To be successful in working with 
English language learners, it is important to be mindful of the factors that impact this ever-growing group of students.  
This workshop will increase your awareness of this student population’s unique learning situation and will teach 
different academic adaptations we can employ to enhance learning and increase confidence in children who do not 
speak English as their first language. 
 
Demystifying Learning Differences 
We all learn differently and many of us face situations with expectations that are mismatched with how we learn most 
effectively.  If you find yourself stymied by a learning difference of your own or in someone else, come to this 
workshop and gain insights into how to support and accommodate different kinds of learners. 
 
Behavior Management 
Whether it is managing our own behavior or helping others manage their behavior, every day presents new 
opportunities for all of us to do things differently in a way that makes learning possible and life better.  This workshop 
will provide participants with the tools needed to see what causes disruptive behaviors and what to do to encourage and 
support more cooperative options. 
 
Breaking Down Homework Barriers 
We all want homework to help instead of hinder learning.  Unfortunately, there are many barriers that prevent this ideal.  
This workshop will bring clarity and solutions to anyone who has experienced frustrations around homework dilemmas.   
 


